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marvelling not a little that ignorant people will go about or take
upon them to instruct us, (which something have been noted to
be learned) what the right Faith should be, or that they would
be so ingrate and unnatural to us, their most rightful King,
without any our desert, upon false reports and surmises to suspect
us of the same, and give rather credence to forged light tales
than to. the approved truth by us these twenty-eight years used,
and by our deeds approved.

To the second, which toucheth the maintenance of the
Church, and liberties of the same; this is so general a proposition
that, without distinctions, no man, with truth, can answer it,
neither by God's laws nor by the laws of the realm. For first,
the Church which they mean must be known; secondly, whether
they be lawful or unlawful liberties which they require: and this
known, I doubt not but that they shall be answered according
to God's law, equity and justice. But yet for all their generality,
this I dare assever, that (meaning what Church they list) we have
done nothing in their prejudice that may not be abidden by, both
by God's law and man's; and in our own Church, whereof we
be the Supreme Head here in Earth, we have not done so much
prejudice as many of our predecessors have done upon much less
grounds. Wherefore, since it is a thing which nothing pertaineth
to any of you, our commons, nor that you bear any thing therein,
I cannot but reckon a great unkindness and unnaturalness, in that
ye had liever a churl or two should enjoy those profits of their
monasteries, in supportation of vicious and abominable life, than
I, your Prince, for supportation of mine extreme charges done
for your defence.

The third toucheth three things; the laws, the common
wealth, the directors of the laws under us. Touching the laws,
we expressly dare testify, that (blind men deeming no colours,
nor yet being judges) it shall be duly proved that there were
never, in any of our predecessors' days, so many wholesome, com-
modious and beneficial acts made for the common wealth; and
yet I mean it since their time, that would fain have thank without
desert. For Our Lord forbid (seeing we have been these twenty-
eight years your King) that both we and our Council should have
lost so much time as not to know now, better than when we came
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